
John Gerard
and the

Nantwich Walled Garden

A plan for the restoration of the 16th century
Nantwich Walled Garden as a living tribute to

the achievements of John Gerard,
Nantwich’s most celebrated and acclaimed Tudor son



The Nantwich Walled Garden - A Memorial to John Gerard
This document sets out a plan for the restoration of the 16th century Nantwich Walled Garden, 
as a living tribute to the achievements of John Gerard, Nantwich’s most celebrated and 
acclaimed Tudor son.

John Gerard was born in 1545 and educated in the nearby community formerly known as 
Wisterson. He became the best known botanist published in English and his work has remained 
popular for over 400 years for its evocative descriptions of both common and rare plants, 
amalgamation of horticultural lore and collection of medical “virtues” of plants, annotated in 
graceful and delightful Elizabethan prose. 

Gerard became Herbarist to King 
James I and dedicated his first 
book to his contemporary and 
fellow botanical collector, Sir Walter 
Raleigh.

The survival of the historic 16th 
century Nantwich Walled Garden 
has provided Nantwich with 
a uniquely contemporary and 
beautiful setting for this tribute to 
their most famous son.

The design of the Gerard memorial 
and associated restoration of the 
grade II listed Walled Garden 
will be a community project that 
will turn this historic site into a 
communal garden and educational 
facility for the benefit of the whole 
community. When completed, the 
Gerard Memorial and garden will 
complement the many other fine 
architectural features of Nantwich 
and become a very significant 
national and international visitor 
attraction in its own right.

JOHN GERARD (1545-1612)
At the age of 17, John Gerard 
travelled to London where he was 
apprenticed to Alexander Mason  
(a prominent Barber-Surgeon) studying medicine.

In the 16th century, plants, herbs and medicine were closely related so, although medicine was 
Gerard’s first profession, he developed his garden in Holborn to enhance his knowledge of 
these subjects. Having established a reputation as a leading herbarist, in 1577 Gerard became 
superintendent of the gardens and plant collections of William Cecil (Lord Burghley, the first and 
most trusted minister to Queen Elizabeth). The gardens, which included those at his Somerset 
House residence in the Strand and Theobalds Great Garden in Hertfordshire, were considered 
to have been amongst the finest in the country and the most influential of Elizabethan gardens.

Gerard also worked for a time as a ship’s surgeon, visiting such places as Denmark, Swevia, 
Poland, Livinia and Moscow in Russia, from where he brought back rare and exotic plants and 
seeds to grow in his own garden.

Extract from ‘The Herball’



In 1586 he was appointed to supervise the College of 
Physicians’ “physic garden”, used to educate medical 
students in the medicinal properties of plants and herbs, 
and in 1588 he created a botanical garden at Cambridge 
University for the same purpose.

In 1596 Gerard compiled a list of over 1000 plants (including 
30 species of tulip, 12 daffodils, 10 iris and 16 roses) that 
he had cultivated in his own Holborn garden and which it is 
reported Anne of Denmark admired. This little 24 page work, 
known as ‘The Catalogue,’ was the first complete catalogue 
of any one garden ever published.

It was, however, in 1597 that Gerard produced his most 
celebrated book ‘The Herball or Generall Historie of 
Plantes’, a complete 
encyclopaedia of 

plants, herbs, shrubs and trees that went on to become 
the most widely circulated botany book in English in the 
17th century. The ordinary literate people in 17th century 
England considered the book to be particularly useful and 
practical because of Gerard’s keen powers of observation, 
his evocative descriptions and humour, and delightful 
Elizabethan prose, with many personal asides that 
caused Gerard’s work to stand apart from other authors. 
The publication also included over 1800 helpful woodcut 
illustrations.

In his writings, John Gerard worked within the early 
wave of Renaissance Natural Historians who sought 
to systematize natural history while retaining the works 
of the ancients. While he wrote about plants largely for 
their medicinal properties, for the first time he catalogued 
common English and Latin botanical names, descriptions 
of habitats, physical descriptions, times of growth and 
flowerings, and other uses such as food etc.

William Shakespeare, when writing some of his finest 
plays, lived near to Gerard’s garden and it is perhaps 
not insignificant that Shakespeare’s plays are full of the 

old English herb-lore in which Gerard 
delighted. 

‘The Herball or Generall Historie of 
Plantes’ became required reading by 
botany students for over two centuries 
and formed part of the essential 
education of botanists well into the 
nineteenth century. Botany as a 
science was still in its infancy and in his 
Herbal, Gerard showed the beginnings 
of scientific thought by dismissing 
information passed down by our ancient 
forefathers and stating what he found to 
be true by experimentation. 

John Gerard

Frontispiece of ‘The Herball’



Gerard’s contribution to the advancement of botany and plant knowledge during his time set a 
precedent that inspired most of the later Herbals and catalogues of plants.

The ‘Herball’ also provided a large amount of herbal folklore. In the ‘Herball’ Gerard recalled  
that “The people in Cheshire, especially about Namptwich, where the best cheese is made,  
do use Ladies Bedstraw in their Rennett, esteeming greatly that Cheese above all others made 
without it”.

In 1598 Gerard was appointed 
Chancellor of Cambridge University 
and planned to create a physic garden 
for the University. John Gerard became 
Master of the Company of Barber-
Surgeons in 1608, achieving eminence 
in his first profession. 

John Gerard died in February 1612 and 
was buried at St Andrews church in 
Holborn, London.

Gerard’s ideas on gardening were 
profound and long-lasting, and were 
an inspiration to the gardeners who 
created the elegant formal gardens that 
surrounded every mansion from the late 
16th century onwards, including those 
around Townsend House in Nantwich.

The influence of the 16th and 17th 
century botanical studies and the 
resulting ‘Herbals’ that stimulated 
increased expectation for the discovery 
of more beneficial plants, medicinal 
remedies and insect repelling 
properties etc. cannot be overestimated 
and research in these vital subjects still 
continues today. 

NANTWICH WALLED GARDEN
The Nantwich Walled Garden 
was originally part of Townsend 
House and gardens, built by 
Richard Wilbraham in the late 
16th century and occupied by his 
family until 1780. Family archives 
show that King James I visited 
Richard Wilbraham and stayed 
at Townsend House in 1617. The 
present Nantwich Walled Garden 
is the sole surviving part of this 
once great horticultural creation, 
on the original site. 

Section of the main garden wall

Extract from ‘The Herball’



The South wall includes 3 rare ‘bee boles’ that have survived completely intact. A bee bole is a 
cavity or alcove in a wall and a skep is placed inside the bee bole. The bee bole helped to keep 
the wind and rain away from the skep and the bees living inside.

The extensive Wilbraham archives 
from the period are now housed in 
the Cheshire Records Office and 
include a detailed ‘bill of materials’ 
or inventory of items purchased 
for the house and gardens at that 
time. These documents represent 
one of the most important and 
comprehensive archives of an 
early 17th century garden in the 
country.  
The inventory includes a wooden 
garden house, wooden columns 
for the construction of an arbour 
(over a period of 22 days), 

seventeen thousand bricks, iron pots and a carved stone lion (at this stage it is not known what 
the additional bricks were to be used for). The records also included references to a kitchen 
garden, lower garden, a pump and a well.
The original design of the garden and subsequent enhancement in 1622 would have drawn 
upon the ideas of Elizabethan gardeners, especially the influential herbalist John Gerard. 
Gardens of this period typically incorporated geometric planting schemes defined by pathways, 
with herbs and other sweet smelling plants interspersed with hedges and shrubs. 
The 1851 Ordnance Survey map of Nantwich shows the house and gardens, together with the 
surviving paths and steps, bounded by trees and bushes.

COPY	  OF	  1851	  ORDNANCE	  SURVEY	  MAP	  

WALLED	  GARDEN	  

One of the three bee boles



CURRENT STATUS
The historic grade II listed Nantwich Walled Garden is recognised by 
English Heritage as a rare surviving example of part of an urban garden 
dating to the late 16th century. From a historical perspective, the fact that 
the walled garden has survived complete with its original documentation 
and ‘bill of materials’ further increases its historical importance.
The importance of the Walled Garden as a feature within the town will be 
further underlined by its inclusion within both the Nantwich Heritage Trail 
and the Nantwich Conservation Area.
An outline of the surviving Walled Garden and wall construction is shown 
in the following illustration.
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Outline of the Walled Garden
Plan View

Pedestrian entrance
(prior to collapse)



LOCATION, ACCESS, PARKING & SECURITY
Location
The Walled Garden is located between the rear of the houses on Welsh Row and the new 
housing development on Kingsley Fields.
Access into the Garden
Public access into the garden will be through the restored single gateway in the north wall, via 
either the King’s Lane footpath or Red Lion Lane, off Welsh Row, or via Fairfax Drive/Byron 
Walk off Waterlode.
Access for wider equipment, that may be necessary during the reconstruction or the ongoing 
garden maintenance, will be via the double gateway in the East wall, from Byron Walk. This may 
require an agreement to be reached with the Kingsley Village Management Company.
Parking
There are a number of public car parks in the area.
Security
Although the full security assessment has yet to be completed, the final policy will consider the 
following points:
Basic Security - All access points into the garden will be fitted with full height gates that will be 
locked every evening. A responsible member of one of the supporting Societies will be present 
at all times during the daytime, when the garden is opened to the public. Only a limited number 
of essential garden tools may be stored on site in a suitably screened and secure tool store.
Further security measures could include high level security lighting from the adjacent street 
lamps, closed circuit television cameras (possibly linked to the town’s CCTV monitoring system) 
and local “neighbourhood watch”.

MEMORIAL AND GARDEN DESIGN
Although the final garden design has yet to be defined, an initial artistic impression of the Walled 
Garden is shown below:

Illustration by the late Peter Greene



The design of the memorial sculptures and surrounding garden will be based on designs 
submitted by members of the community, local primary and secondary schools and further 
education colleges, within a general contemporary framework agreed by a Steering Group. 
The general aim will be for the site to be laid out as a walk-through, public area incorporating 
the flora and fauna and topiary features dating from the Gerard 16th century period, right through 
the garden’s history to the present day. The site access and internal pathways will be suitable 
for all members of the community. Gardens of Gerard’s period incorporated geometric planting 
schemes, defined pathways, with herbs and other sweet smelling plants interspersed with 
hedges and shrubs. This particular theme is very likely to be developed to provide a significant 
sensory garden. 
In addition to providing a tranquil open space in which the visitors can relax and enjoy the 
aromas, the garden is also to be educational. The visitors will be able to see how gardens of the 
period were constructed and used to provide some of the essential herbs and spices utilised in 
the period.

By the sustained involvement of the local community, schools and further education colleges 
in the planning, reconstruction and continuing development of this historical garden, the aim 
is to enable everyone to make a positive contribution to the area, to build a feeling of common 
ownership and pride in the natural environment that will also help sustain this and many other 
aspects of the town’s heritage. Whilst the children from each local primary school can help 
to develop or contribute to their own particular section of the garden, the students from the 
further education colleges may also become involved in the overall garden design, horticultural, 
architectural and archaeological aspects of the garden.
The project has the potential to involve contributions from a very broad range of the community, 
provide educational opportunities (design & research projects) and education facilities (B 
Tech’s, NVQs and Diplomas etc.) and recreational facilities for the local community including the 
disabled and many other visitors to the town. The design of the garden will take account of the 
requirements and recommendations of the Royal National Institute for the Blind, the disabled 
access Good Practice Guide and BS 8300-2001.
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STEERING GROUP
In view of the sensitive historical nature of this restoration project it is proposed that a small 
steering team be formed to ensure that each phase of the project is carefully planned and 
considered, to ensure the preservation of all possible historic data and artefacts and also 
compliance with all the necessary planning and regulatory requirements. 

SITE SERVICES
The site will include electrical, water, toilets and drainage services and may include a telephone 
connection (unless mobile phones are considered acceptable). Irrigation water usage will be 
minimised by the inclusion of a rainfall collection system.
Although there is a reference to a well in the Wilbraham archives, the location of the original well 
is not known at this stage.
COSTS
The estimate provided by a stone mason (with the appropriate experience of working to the 
English Heritage requirements) indicates that the cost of restoring the garden walls will be 
around £200,000 (plus, say, a 25% contingency of £50,000).
Based on the (2008) quotations, and the initial assumption that all the materials were to be 
purchased at supplier’s list prices, the total cost of the “Basic Re-creation” of the interior of the 
garden, including fees and expenses etc. (to cover the five year construction period) would be in 
the region of £127,600 plus, say, a £13,000 contingency.
Annual Running Costs
The annual (non horticultural) running costs for the garden are estimated to be around £2550 
(including, insurances, bank, water, sewerage and electricity supply charges etc.). However, 
as this is to be a community project with support and sponsorship from local businesses, it is 
anticipated that the actual costs will be substantially less than these figures.
A detailed cost breakdown is shown in the Appendix.
FUNDING
Before funding can be obtained, either from the public or recognised funding organisations, the 
ownership of the Walled Garden site will need to be secured for the project.
In accordance with the Kingsley Fields Development Planning Application Approval Condition, 
the repair of the walls is the responsibility of the present owner/developer. If, however, the 
Owner/Developer is unable to comply with the original Kingsley Fields Development Planning 
Condition and elects to transfer the ownership of the Walled Garden land to another responsible 
body (for a nominal fee), the project would then apply for a grant for the restoration of the whole 
Walled Garden.
Funding would be raised from a variety of sources, including individual voluntary contributions 
and local fund raising events, together with donations and sponsorship from prominent local 
businesses and local and national garden centres, backed up by applications to various local/
regional government-aided organisations.
Applications for larger funding for specific elements of the project would also be made to the 
appropriate major charitable funding organisations. Consideration will also be given to the 
“Shared Ownership” approach which successfully raised a far greater sum for the Ford Hall 
Farm project in Market Drayton, from only 8500 members. To start the project, an application 
would be made to obtain a ‘Project Planning Grant’ from the Heritage Lottery Fund.



OUTLINE PROJECT TIMESCALE
It is envisaged that the project will be largely completed in five phases, over a period of four to 
five years. As the garden aspect will clearly become a living entity, it is also anticipated that the 
garden may continue to be developed by local residents and schools, as gardening practices 
evolve and further historical information is discovered.

PHASE DESCRIPTION DURATION 
(Months)

START/FINISH 
DATES

I Establish ownership/permission Dependent on  
discussions with the 

current owner.

Dependent on  
discussions with the 

current owner.
II Site clearance, archaeological site 

investigations and fund raising
12

III Memorial & garden feature design 12
IV Pathways and Planting 24
V Ongoing development of the garden 

and maintenance
Ongoing

RESOURCES, COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT & SPECIALIST TECHNICAL EXPERTISE
A key feature of this restoration project will be the involvement of the local community in as 
many aspects of the restoration as possible, from planning of the garden and fund raising to 
planting out and garden maintenance. Involvement of the local school children and the colleges 
is believed to be particularly important and could increase the prospects of the garden’s long 
term survival.
Wherever possible, the restoration project would aim to draw on voluntary or sponsored 
technical expertise from the larger, local garden centres and Reaseheath College, English 
Heritage etc. It is however also assumed that some funding may be required for some of the 
specialist technical studies and assessments. Funding for these activities will be sought from a 
variety of sources, possibly using the services of a professional fund raiser.
Archaeological Investigations - A qualified archaeologist would be engaged to carry out a 
programme of work, including some background research, monitoring of some relevant stages 
of the on-site work (e.g. Phase II site clearing and Phase IV excavation for pathways etc.) and 
the production of a report.
ONGOING MAINTENANCE & FUNDING
Much of the day to day maintenance of the restored garden would be handled on a voluntary 
basis by an organised rota of members of the Local Society, together with local gardening 
enthusiasts and, if appropriate, possible guidance/support from the Council Parks and Gardens 
personnel.
As the Memorial Garden is likely to become both a local and national tourist attraction, it 
is believed that many of the successful garden centres within the local area would find it 
advantageous to sponsor some of the larger gardening tasks, say, for example, seasonal 
replanting schemes and the development of new areas or the provision of special garden 
features.
Similarly, local building firms (some of which are also part of large national organisations) may 
also wish to be associated with this rare and beautiful part of Nantwich’s heritage and may 
therefore sponsor some repair and ongoing maintenance work.
SUPPORTING ORGANISATIONS
The Society has drawn up a list of organisations which it will approach with a request for 
support.



APPENDIX - COST ESTIMATE

Item
No.

Description Estimated
Cost (£)

BASIC ITEMS
1.1 Single oak gate for North wall, including hinges and lock etc. 1600
1.2 Double oak gate for East wall, including hinges and lock etc. 2300
1.3 Gate delivery and installation cost 1500
1.4 Materials for 315 metres of pathway @ £15/metre 4725
1.5 Labour to install pathways 1500
1.6 Espalier trained shrubs and bushes around the inner face of the garden wall 500
1.7 Total cost of planting whole of “feature garden areas” 39500
1.8 Carved stone monument or sundial (approximately 1.5 metres high) 2500
1.9 Two wooden benches, approximately 1.5 metres long 250 (each)
1.10 Two wooden arbours, each approximately 15 metres long, with lattice infill 1550 (each)
1.11 Octagonal wooden garden shed/office, approximately 2.4 metres x 2 metres 2000
1.12 Lockable tool store steel cabinet 250
1.13 Water butt system 400
1.14 Temporary garden shed, 2m x 1.2m (for use during construction phases) 300
1.15 Temporary toilet facility for (say) 5 weeks during the major construction phases, including 

delivery and weekly emptying/clean-out and water refill
20/week

FEES
2.1 Part time project management (20 weeks @ £200/day) 20000
2.2 Archaeological Investigations (3 weeks at £200/day) 3000
2.3 Legal (Covering arrangements for Plc, charitable status and land transfer etc.) 2000
2.4 Accountancy 1000/year
2.5 Bank 150/year
2.6 Insurance 600/year

EXPENSES 200/year
3.1 Printing 500/year
3.2 Travel (e.g. to English Heritage, Heritage Lottery, Sponsors etc.) 500/year

CONTINGENCIES & INFLATION
4.1 Contingencies (10% of the total estimated restoration costs ) 13000
4.2 Inflation (estimates listed within this Plan are based on March 2008 prices) As required

OPTIONAL ITEMS
5.1 Two ornamental carved stone benches, approximately 1.5 metres long. 1800  (each)
5.2 Single wrought iron type gate for North wall, including hinges and lock etc. (in mild steel) 6900
5.3 Double wrought iron type gate for East wall, including hinges and lock etc. (additional 

cost for manufacturing both sets of gates in wrought iron - £4000)
14800

5.4 Gate delivery and installation cost 1800
5.5 Electrical supply (including off-site joint) 1500 + 300/yr
5.6 Water supply (estimated cost - awaiting quotation from United Utilities) 1500 + 300/yr
5.7 Permanent, brick built dual toilet facility, including connection to Council drains (located 

outside the walls, beneath the adjacent Byron Walk pathway)
20000

5.8 Long term hire of Portaloo type toilet, suitable for disabled and also to include nappy 
changing facilities (hire terms include regular cleaning service, etc.)

30/week

5.9 Security lighting units possibly provided by the local authority and incorporated in the two 
adjacent Byron Walk lighting columns

5.10 Basic panning CCTV camera plus recorder 300 - 900
5.11 More sophisticated panning CCTV camera + telecom link to monitoring system 5000 to 10000

The above costs have been based on supplier’s list prices, excluding VAT.
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